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Dear Mr. Walsh:

1 have your recant letter concerning Francie Gary Powers and
whether the United States Government contractl‘ with certain individuals
to commit sulcide l{ threatened with lmm!nontj:lpturo by an "unfriendly
government.* | |

The S;nnto Armod Services Commmittee went into this case quite
thoroughly in 1962. As you m.ay recall, after Mr. Powers v'n- released
by the Soviet Union, a board of inquiry was convcnodvto d&tormlno if
Mr. Powasrs complied with the terms of his employment and his obligation }
as an Amcrlcw. ) |

Among other questions, the inquiry went into the question of why

the destruct mechanism had not been actusted by Mr. Powers before he

batled out of the U-2 airplane. The destruct mechanism was lnstalled to

prevent highly sensitive tcchnlcai equipment from falling into "unfrloizdly
hands.'" It was to be used to destroy this equipment and not Mr. Powers’

1ife.

e

The tssue of sulcide was raised in connectlon with the pouoﬂ
needle that Mr. Powers had in his possession at the time 6( his capture.
As brought out in the Senate hearing, he was not under instructions to -

cou;pmit suicide. The poison needle was to be used only if he were subjected
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to torture or other circumetances which, in his discretion, warranted the

taking of his own life. It was his option whether he took the needle along

with him on the mission.
The instructions under which Mr. Powers operated were that he

should surrender without resistance and cooperate with his captors. He -

was perfectly free to tell the truth about his mission with the exception of .

certain specifications of the aircraft. The board found that M;. Powers -
lived up to the terms of h_f- employment and lhotructlo_nn in connection
with his mission. |

.' I am und_lng you a copy of the Senate hearings on the Powers' case,
which [ think you might be '{:;toriotod in fotding. I hope thhl_l'ottcr &l,
proved reipoxuivo to your inquiry; and if there h"nvt_bing ol,o I can do

on this matter, please feel {ree to call upon me.
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